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Macomb Township Fire Corps Program

OPERATING GUIDELINES for CITIZEN ADVOCATES
Advocates shall be required to submit an accepted application and undergo a successful individual background check determined by the Chief or his designee.

Advocates will follow the orders given to them by all officers and firefighters.

Participation in Macomb Township Fire Corps is on a mutually at-will basis. 

Only advocates may be allowed to ride on the apparatus “non-emergency” to an event at the discretion of a senior firefighter, an officer, or the Chief. Seat belts are mandatory when the apparatus is in motion.

Advocates will be allowed to ride along in parades and participate in public relations event activities.
Advocates will be invited to participate in some of the department’s scheduled training sessions.

Advocates will be allowed to assist in returning equipment back into service under a firefighter’s supervision and participate doing “in-station” Volunteer Opportunity duties.

When visiting the fire stations, park in the normal parking spaces designated for the public. Do not park on ramps, in front of doors, or inside of the stations.

Citizen Advocates are not allowed to have emergency lights or sirens.

Citizen Advocates shall obey traffic regulations when responding to the fire station or scene. If responding to a scene, park in a place not to impede late arriving emergency apparatuses.
When arriving on emergency scenes, one representative of Fire Corps is to make contact with the Incident Commander, all others are to report to a designated staging area.
Respect the safety boundaries established by the department personnel on scene and any order given to you.

Citizen Advocates shall carry proper Fire Corps Identification and wear proper uniforms when participating in Fire Corps activities including meetings.
Advocates shall not be involved in any activities in the HOT ZONE of an emergency scene. At the discretion of the Incident Commander, they may be able to work in support activities after the area is no longer a HOT ZONE (i.e. no danger or “cold zone”). This also pertains to emergency medical calls.
Advocates shall not make repairs or alterations to any equipment without the direct supervision of a department firefighter.
Upon separation from the program, advocates shall return all issued uniforms and equipment.

Advocates (in high school or below) must maintain a minimum of a C average in school to remain active in the Fire Corps program.

Advocates suspended from school shall be suspended from the Fire Corps program. The length of the suspension from the Fire Corps program is to be determined by the Chief.

Fire Corps Citizen Advocates are not to solicit goods, services, donations, favors, etc. from the public or businesses in the name of Fire Corps or Macomb Township Fire Department. Such solicitations are to come from the Chief of the department or his designee.  

