Sample Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

For more information contact: ______________________

Phone: ______________________

Email: ______________________

Date: ______________________

[Department Name] Addresses Recent Firefighter Arson Incident(s)
(City, State) Firefighter arson is an unfortunate problem that undermines the mission of the fire service. The [insert department name] has recently been confronted with an allegation that one of its own has been setting fires.

[Provide any important details of the incident(s) in this paragraph. Be sure not to release any sensitive information that may compromise an investigation. Consult legal counsel if unsure.]

The [insert department name] will not tolerate these actions and will work with law enforcement to ensure justice is served. Additionally, the department is reevaluating its policies and procedures and will be developing a prevention plan to eliminate the possibility of future incidents. [Detail some of the plans here if known. Use the NVFC’s Firefighter Arson Toolkit as a blueprint.]

A town hall meeting will be held at the department located at [insert address] on [insert date] at [insert time] to begin the healing process with the community. Community members are encouraged to attend to ask questions and communicate their thoughts or concerns.

Every day the [insert department name] answers the call of those in need. Firefighters respond to [insert amount] calls each year for a wide array of emergencies including fires, emergency medical incidents, and more [update list depending on your department].
“The reprehensible actions of this individual do not represent this department or the fire service as a whole,” said [insert name and title of chief or PIO]. “Our mission has not changed. The [insert department name] will continue to serve the community and its citizens with honor, dignity, and devotion.”

